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NEARLY A YEAR AFTER THE REVELATION BY THE U.S. 

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT (OPM) OF TWO 
monumental data breaches, the repercussions of the disclo-
sure of the sensitive personal information of more than 22 
million federal employees, retirees, contractors and federal 
job applicants continue to unfold:

• Congress has extended identity theft protection to those 
a!ected from 18 months and three years, depending on the 
breach, to 10 years; but sign-up thus far has been limited.

• Individuals a!ected by the breaches have made 
nearly 7,000 requests for identity theft restoration 
to OPM’s identity and credit protection con-
tractors, although it is not clear that the 
cases were related to the breaches.
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• Courts soon may rule on 
two union lawsuits, deter-
mining whether those 
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The full extent of the harm 
will not be known for 
years, given that the data 
will be useful to criminals 
and foreign espionage 
agents for a long period.
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general released an audit that 
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—DAVID TOBENKIN IS A FREELANCE WRITER  
BASED IN THE GREATER WASHINGTON,  
DC, AREA.


